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1.1. Parties. The Department of Toxic Substances Control

(Department) issues this Order for Investigation (Order) to Phibro-

Tech, Inc. (Respondent).

1.2. Site. The facility vhich is the subject of this Order

(Site) is located at  8851 Dice Road, Santa Fe Springs, CA  90670.

1.3. Jurisdiction. Section 25187.1 of the Health and Safety

Code (HSC) authorizes the Departaent to issue an order requiring

the current or past owner or operator of a site to conduct

monitor ing, testing, analysis, and reporting to ascertain the

extent and nature of the hazard when the Department determines that

the presence or release of hazardous waste may present a

substantial hazard to human health or the environment.

II- FINDINGS  OP  PACT

2.0. Site.. A chemical plant has been located at  8851 Dice

Road, in Santa Fe Springs, California for approximately 35 years.

Phibro-Tech  (PT1) has operated the facility since  1994. The

facility property is generally flat, irregularly shaped,

approximately 800 feet east to vest, and a maximum width of

approximately 300 feet north to south, for a total area of
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I 
approximately 4.8 acres. There is a rail siding on the south sida I 
of the property, and Southern Pacific railroad tracks also run on I 

3 
I the other side of the property. The closest residential areas are I 
I 

approximately 1,000 feet to the northwest. The facility property I 
is bounded easterly by Dice Road, northerly by Burke Street, ( 

westerly by Norwalk Blvd., and southerly by Los Nietos. The ! 

surrounding area is used for light and medium industrial t 
i 

8 activities, I 
9 PTIws parent company is Phillip Brothers Chemical, Inc. (PBC), ? 

I 

10 a New York corporation, which is located atone Parker Plaza, Fort 

11 Ue, W 07024. 
I 

PBC acquired CP Chemicals, Inc. in 1954, and acquired Southern I 
12 ,, I 
13 California Chemical8. Santa Fe Springs, California, and Garland, I 
14 Texas plants in 1984. Another subsidiary of PBC, formed in 1985, 

15 is Agtrol Chemical Products. In 1988, PBC acquired CP Inorganiu, 

16 with plants in Union City, California, and Joliet Illinois. In 1 
17 

1991, PBC acquired Olin Hunt. I 
I 

18 
In 1994, PBC formed PTI as a corporate entity which combined I 

19 ,, 
CP Chemicals, Southern California Chemical, and CP Inorganic8 in to  

20 ;. 
one corpany. 

'! 

21 , 
2.1. -. PTI is an inorganic chemical manufacturer. 

I 

22 
PTI manufactures ammoniacal and acid based etchants, brightneuu 

23 
conditioners, solder strippers and other specialty chemicals uued 

24 
primarily in the manufacture of printed circuit boards. Cop- 

25 
oxide and copper sulfate are also produced. PTI gmneratu I 
hazardous waste and is also a registered hazardous waste hauler. 

26 : I 



1 PTI manages a variety of aqueous hazardous vastes, including ; 
spent etchants, solder strippers, plating solutions, conditioners, 1 

I 
brighteners, miscellaneous inorganic acidic and alkaline materials, I 
and then recycles them to recover the metals (copper) and etchants. 

Other hazardous waste accepted are metal bearing vastestrears 
I 

(primarily copper containing wastes), vaste inorganic acidic and 

, alkaline materials. The materials variably contain copper, iron, 

fluorides, inorganic peroxides, tin, lead, chromium, nickel, 
i 

assorted trace heavy metals, sulfates, chlorides and hydroxides. 

PTI operates a variety of waste management units vith 

manufacturing and operational equipment including reactors, 

settling tanks, holding tanks, wastewater treatment tanks, filter 

13 presses, process and storm drain sumps, drum storage areas and dnm 

and truck vashing axmu. 

PTI (dba Southern California Chemical) filed a Part A on June 

30, 1980, in order to comply vith RCRA regulations, for operation 

of a storage and treatment facility using tanks, containere and 

surface impoundments at 8851 Dice Road in Santa Fe Springs, in f6. 

Angeles County, California. An Interim Status Document was issued 

by the Department of Health Services (DHS) on December 16, 1981 

(DHS is the predecessor of DTSC). PTIos DXS Hazardous Waeto 

Facility Permit vas approved July 29, 1991, with an expiration date 

of July 29, 1996. PTI is currently appealing a Permit Hodiffcation 

for corrective act ion which involves remediation of contaminatd 

soil and groundvatu. 

The original pewit has expired, but it is still in effect due 

to PTI submitting a timely permit reneval application. The tom 

s 
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1 and conditions of the original permit remain in effect until 

2 otherwise directed by the Departmutt. i 
I 

3 2.2. C o n t ~ a t i o n  at the Siu. Past uses of the facility 

4 property include a railroad svitching station and foundry casting 

1 5 facility (in the 1950s). From 1957-1960, the site was operated by , 

I 6 pacific western Chemical company, a chemical manufacturing ) 
7 operation. In 1959, it became known as Southern California I 

I 
8 Chemical. In 1984, Southern California Chemical was purchased by I 
g CP Chemicals. In 1991, the site became known as Entech Recovery i 

10, Services, and in 1994, the name vas changed to PhibroJLbch, 
1: 

1 ,  Incorporated. 

2.2.1. Soil and aroundwater co-tion, 12. The facility 

13 has been cited for the violations of illegal disposal of hazardous 
I 

14 waste and for not operating and maintaining the facility in a 

15 fashion that would minimize the possibility of a releama of 

l6 hazardous vaste to the air, soil and groundwater. As early a8 July I 

l7 7, 1983, the federal EPA verified that past disposal and spills had 
I 

18 occurred on the Site. The DHS, in a November 30, 1987, Pt'e1hhu-y 
\ 

l9 Assessment document, also noted this and further stated that this 

20 information had also been reported in a U s  Angeles County Health 

21 ' ~epartment inspection, where soil contamination was fmmd to be 1 
22 ,! 

evident on an off-site railroad culvrrt. I 
23 In June, 1986, the DHS conducted sampling inspectionm of moil 

: I  

24 at the Site. The inspections resulted in the citation8 of 

2 5 ,  hazardous waste lav violations and an enforcement action. In 
li 

26 August, 1987, PTI signed a Consent Agreement with the DIS which 

27'j addressed all violations found. Several of tho Corwrmt Order 
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Agreement elements were directed towards mitigating potential 

threats to human health and the environment. 

In December, 1988, PTI and the EPA signed a Consent Order 

agreement (Docket No. RCRA-09-89-0001) to settle previous 

violations. The Consent Order Agreement required PTI to conduct a 

RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI), Corrective Measures Study (QIS) 

and Pre-Investigation Evaluation of Corrective Measures ( P I E U ) .  

The RFI Phase I and I1 reports, ClIS report, RFI Executive S u ~ m a r y ,  

and RCRA Facility Risk Assessment report have been completed. The 

RFI reports have identified that the soil and groundwater m 

contaminated at the Site. 

The RPI identified that the shallow groundwater, within the 

Hollydale Aquifer, beneath the PTI facility, contains elevated 

levels of chromium, cadmium, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylene and 

tetrachloroethane. Soils in certain areas of the cito w a r m  

identified as containing elevated levels of heavy metals, 

halogenated volatile organic compounds, polychlorinated biphenyls, 

petroleum hydrocarbons, and various inorgania. 

The April 23, 1993, RCSA Risk Assessment Report (RA) provided 

a quantitative analysis of the chemicals of concern at the mite, 

exposure scenarios that depict expected exposure conditioru and 

intakes, assessment of toxicity of chemicals under expect& 

exposure conditions, and the evaluation of potential impacts to 

human health from surface soil contamination at the facility. The 

RA also evaluated the RFI data. The soil contamination is at 

28 
levels unacceptable for allowing the site to be acceptabla for 

n residential development. A deed restriction notice doem not yet 
I 



apply to the site to prevent any future residential use of the 

property, but it vas proposed as part of the Permit Modification, 

which is currently under appeal. 

On August 2, 1993, EPA approved the RFI Phase I1 Report, RPI 

Executive Summary, and the RA, all dated April 23, 1993. 

Subsequently, a QIS report, dated August 27, 1993, identified and 

evaluated the potential corrective measures to address sail and 

groundvater contamination at the site, 

9 The Department issued a Permit Modification, on June 30, 1995, 

10 for Section V, Corrective Action of Solid Waste Hanagement Units, 

11 of the existing California Hazardous Waste Facility Pernit No. 91- 

12 3-TS-002, for implementing the selected Corrective Xeasures to 

13 remediate, monitor and contain soil and groundwater contarination 

14, at the Site. PTI is currently appealing the Pernit Modification 

15 Corrective Action Order. 

16 During a complaint inspection in May, 1996, the Department 

17 found evidence that a spill occurred on the southern side of the 

18 site. During the complaint inspection, the Department staff 

19 observed a blue-green stain on gravel and soil leading from the 

20 rail spur on-site, to off-site, and into a drainage ditch and the 

21 stain vent further down that ditch to the other side of Dice road. 

22 ., This drainage ditch (referred to by locals as aCoyote creeka) 

23 receives stormwater runoff from parcels both north and south of the 

24 site. This ditch is not formally named, but it runs east-vest and 

25 !, 
is adjacent to, and south of, the Southern Pacific Rai lroad track.. 

I 

I 26 From this drainage ditch, runoff would discharge into Soremen 
I 

27 * 
Avenue Drain which is a quarter mile east of the sit.. Thi8 drain 



feeds into La Canada Leffingwell Creek which flows into the North 

2 Fork Coyote Creek and eventually into the San Gabriel River. 
I 

3 The Department staff sampled the soil in the area along the i 

I south side of the rail spur, at a drain outside the sitens , 
5 perimeter fence and along a drainage ditch further south of the ; 

site, and in the ditch just south of Dice Road. The results were: . 

at the rail spur, next to perimeter fence, 8,700 q/kg Cut at the ' 

I 
l south comer gate area adjacent to the rail spur, 11,000 */kg CU; I 

at the drain on the other side of site's perimeter fence, that goes 1 
10 under the Southern Pacific Railroad tracks into the "Coyote Creeka 1 

I 
11 drainage ditch, 8,800 mg/kg and 26,000 mg/kg Cu: at the culvert 1 

I 

12 exit on the south side of the rail tracks at the pipe, 6,900 -/kg I 

13 Cu, and half a block east at the other side of Dice Road, 890 m g / 4  

14 Cu. The regulatory level for considering copper to ba at hazardous i 
I 

15 levels is 2,500 -/kg. Other hazardous constituents that were 1 
found are zinc, lead, nickel and barium. Background samples of 

I 
16 I 
17 ,. soil from various areas around the site in Santa Fe Springs, did j 

I 

18 not detect hazardous levels of any ~etalm. 

19. The Department, in its July, 1996, Summary of Violations, 

20 ., 
cited PTI for a release of hazardous waste. Since this re lea^ 

21 went off-site and into a drainage ditch that carries effluent that 

22 eventually reaches the San Gabriel River, the Departrant submitted 

23 ,; 
a Proposition 65 Wotico. 

24 Pursuant to this Order the Department is seeking to have PTI 

25 conduct monitoring, analysis and compile reports, to ascertain tha 

28 : 
extent and nature of the hazard, to determine the areal extent of 

the contamination for the on- and off-site contamination fror thi. 
27 , 
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H r .  Ed Vigil b u s  M. am& 
1011 N. ~ m n d ~ , ~  ,ivrrure Phfbro-Tech, Inca 

8851 D i c e  Road GImdrrlr, U 91201 hi- 
S a n t a  Pe Sprtnga, - 90670 

Dasr Hr. Vigil: 

I# TEE NATTBR OF! EHFORCtl(EbFT ORDICIL 
96/97-3012, ORDER OF I ~ B T I G A T I O l l  WKBT lLPQ 
96/97-3013, PEIBRO-TECH, CO. IHC., n 
O P R I I G S ,  BPA ID YUWBEE CAD 008 488 025 

Enclosed is an Enforcement Order, issued 
pursuant to the California Health and Safety Code, 
Section 25187. Also enclosed is an Order for 
Investigation, issued pursuant to the California 
Health and Safety Code 25187.1, regarding 
additional monitoring and testing that P h i b e  
vill need to colaplate. 

Pursuant to the Health and Safety Code 
Section 25187 you have a right to a hearing 
regarding the Enforcement Order XWCA 96/97-3012. 
A written request for a hearing must be delivered 
to the Department of Toxic Substances Control or 
postmarked vithin 20 days of the date of thim 
letter or you will waive your right to a hearing. 

Whether or not you choose to r e q u u t  a 
hearing you are encouraged to explore tha 
possibility of settlement by contacting Ann Iaali, 
at the address listed above, or by phom 
a t  (818) 551-2869. 

Florence Gharibian, Chiof 
Statewide Compliance Divimioa 
Southern California Branch 



cc: ~lor&ncta Gharfbilur, Chief 
Statewide compliance Division 
Department of Toxic Substance8 Contrsol 
1011 N, Grandview Avenue 
Glendala, C11, 91201 

Jose Kou, Chfef. 
F a c i l i t i e s  Management Branch 
Department of Toxic Substance6 Control 

+ ,  

1011, N. Grandview Avanue 
~len&ale, CA 91201 , 

Alan Plaza, Unit ~ ~ e i f  A - w' . T & *  * 

5* 
Faci l i t ies  Hanagentent Branch 6- 

Department o f  Toxic Substances Con&l - e x  1011'N. Grandview Avaurur 
Glandale, CA 9l201 , 
Bonnie Wolstoncroft 
Office of Legal Counsel and Criminal Invastigation~ 
Department of Toxic Substances Contxebl 
400 P Street, P.O. Box 806 
Sacramento, CA 95812-0806 

, 
Jan Smith, Unit Chief A ' .  

a:.. . , 

Department of Toxic ~ubmt&- &ntrol : , , 
400 P Street, P.O. Box 806 , ' .  

f "  

Sacrermc$nto, CA: 95832-0806 ,,. _ .  .. '  " .  -. 
9 * - ,..,, 

. , . . _ * 

Wohan #sgavedu I A . ,.1 , ", . , 
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